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was nothing to be alarmed about, he said. If some of the
leaders of the General Confederation of Labour were to
become ministers to-morrow, ' they will have formidable
enemies on their left, the uncompromising portion of the
Socialist Party, communist, syndicalist and anarchist',
and would be ' intelligent enough to take into due account
the free and undogmatic force of fascism '. Under fire from
the left, they would have to come to terms with the fascists,
and would fall into their power. Further, ' people like
Baldini, Turati, and Baldesi, will not be any more capable
of concrete achievements than the others. Being new they
will merely make a greater show of goodwill, and will end
up by resuscitating the now feeble and decadent governing
class. Once socialist unity is impaired the possibilities of the
government are likely to be very greatly increased.3 On
July 27 he took the fascist bull by the horns in an editorial
headed ' A Return to First Principles', the document which
illustrates most strikingly the position he had taken up
and which he wanted the fascist movement to support.
6 The question for fascism is one of discipline. The
National Council has fixed the limits (in the matter of
violence) and we must keep to them or get out. They
must be kept to if the nation and fascism are to be saved.
The nation welcomed us when our movement meant the
end of a tyranny, but they would repudiate us if it were
to become a new tyranny. In certain districts fascism
to-day is not what it was yesterday. It is no longer
inspired by its old ideals as a movement for defending the
nation, but is a purely repressive organization working to
protect the interests of certain individuals. Fascism in
1919 and 1920 was an almost negligible minority as
regards numbers, but it was full of strength and wisdom.'
After quoting the fascism of Milan as an example and
recalling a well-known passage of Machiavelli, Mussolini
concluded : e It is urgently necessary for fascism to return
to its principles now. To-morrow may be too late/
The peace pact was signed in Rome on August 2 by the
representatives of the National Council of Fascism, the
Socialist Party, the fascist and socialist parliamentary